
COVID 19 ADDENDUM TO THE BEHAVIOUR POLICY 
 

Everybody, from staff to students, has been through a difficult time since the beginning of 
the partial school closures in March 2020. We have all seen our routines turned upside 

down. Some will have had relatively happy circumstances spending time with family; others 
will have suffered trials, and some tragedy. For students, high expectations must mean 

high support. 
 

Students may have partially or entirely lost the habits that enable them to flourish as 
learners and as members of the school community. This will matter more for some than 
others. Students from socially privileged backgrounds may be able to cope better with 

uncertainty, anxiety and change more than students who have more fragile, vulnerable or 
chaotic circumstances. There will be no ‘one approach fits all’.  

 

• Some students with typically mainstream behaviour will need more support than 
before due to their circumstances (e.g. bereavement or anxiety) 

• Some will thrive, and surprise us with their resilience. 

• We should not assume that students are returning to school traumatised, and 
equally nor should we assume they are fine. 

 
 

With all of this in mind: 
 

• Above anything else, students and staff must be encouraged to BE KIND. Be kind to 
each other and be kind to yourself. The return to school will be as strange as it is 
exciting for everybody. 

• Staff will be expecting students to be kind, but we must teach them, not tell them. 
Staff should provide examples and they will grasp what it means in their lives.  

o If you demonstrate the behaviour, you let them see that you value it. 
o If you explain the behaviour, they understand why it matters. 
o If you tell them that their behaviour matters because they matter and so does 

everybody else, then they feel valued and are more likely to value the norms 
that you describe.  

• Everything staff do must be supportive – this is not the time for sanctioning those who 
have struggled with the lack of routine since the school closures. 

• Staff must be mindful of the likelihood that some students may have lost loved ones 
since we last saw them, without them having the usual support mechanism of school 
to help them through this. 

• Anxiety will be running high for many students, for a variety of reasons. 
o Staff should be alert for signs of difficulty and let all students know that 

discrete pastoral support is available. 
o Staff are reminded that a calm, safe, structured school culture is one of the 

best ways to reduce anxiety and promote good mental health. Students need 
to see adults being positive, hopeful and in control of themselves- whether we 
feel it or not.  

• Staff should build in plenty of opportunity for students to interact with both teachers 
and their peers – some may not have spoken to their friends since the lockdown 
began. 
 



Enforcing Regulations 
 
Students will have to observe far higher standards of respiratory and tactile hygiene than 
ever before. Social distancing in the sense of portable 2m bubbles will be a challenge. So, the 
only way to even partially compensate for that is to generate entirely new behavioural norms 
of conduct. We will be asking for students to deconstruct many of their natural or habitual 
reactions (like hugging, touching their faces, shaking hands, going to the toilet in pairs etc.) 
and replace them with new ones that may feel awkward and synthetic.  
 

With all of this in mind: 
 

• Staff will continue to insist on students remaining 2m apart where possible. 

• Staff will regularly remind students of the importance of washing their hands and not 
touching their faces. 

• Staff will not allow more than 1 student to go to the toilet at any one time. 

• Staff should not allow the sharing of equipment. 

• Staff should ensure that equipment and surfaces are wiped down as advised. 
 
 

Staff will have to not only observe this type of etiquette themselves, but also be expected to 
train and maintain these behaviours in others. This will mean raising expectations even 
further beyond what is already seen. Aim to enforce these regulations leading by example. 
 
 
Additional Sanctions 
 

• Students will be expected to wear a face covering in all communal areas and adhere 
to the one-way system around school. Those not adhering to this will be reminded of 
the rules. Those persistently not adhering will be sanctioned accordingly depending 
on the level of persistent failure i.e. 20 minute Level 1 detention or 1 hour Level 2 
detention. Parents will also be informed of any persistent failures. Any refusal to 
engage with these rules, without valid exemption, will result in a Fixed Term 
Exclusion.  

• Deliberate coughing, sneezing or spitting on another student or member of staff will 
result in an exclusion, either Fixed Term or Permanent depending on the severity of 
the incident. The school will not tolerate any student purposely posing a serious risk 
to the health and safety of others 


